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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 46-59 and 88-90 in the reply filed 
on 12/3/2008 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 46, 47 and 49-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Boye et al. (US Patent No. 3,638,892). 

Claim 46: 

Boye teaches a method of installing electrical cabling (figure 9a) comprising 
securing an electrical cable clip (figure 4) to a structure (figure 6) using a fixing element 
(18) that passes through the clip and into the structure, subsequently inserting at least 
one electrical cable (figure 9a) into a cable receiving channel in the clip and securing 
the at least one electrical cable in the channel (figure 9a). 
Claim 47: 

Boye teaches that the step of securing the at least one electrical cable in the 
cable receiving channel comphsing operating an integral closure (figure 8) to close an 
opening through which the at least one electrical cable is inserted into the channel 
(figure 9a). 
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Claims 49-54: 

Boye teaches that the fixing member is a nail (18) fired into the structure by a nail 
gun (17) further comprising locating and supporting the clip on a nozzle of the nail gun 
during the step of firing the nail into the structure (figure 6) when the nail gun is in an 
upright normal use position (figure 6); the nail gun comprising an adapter body (16) 
fitted on its nozzle for orienting the clip to a desired orientation on the adapter body. 
Claims 55 and 56: 

Boye teaches that the cable clip has a projection (10, 10') provided with an 
aperture for the fixing element (figure 4) and that the fixing element passes through a 
bottom region of the cable receiving channel (figure 9a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boye. 
Claim 57: 

Boye teaches the invention cited with the exception of fire resistant electrical 
cable. At the time of the invention, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art, to have used fire resistant cable because 
applicant has not disclosed that such a cable provides and advantage, is used for a 
particular purpose, or solves a stated problem with respect to the cable clipping method. 


Application/Control Number: 10/566,387 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3726 

One of ordinary sl<ill in the art, furthermore, would have expected applicant's invention 
to perform equally well with either the cable taught by Boye or the claimed cable 
because either cable is secured by the clip equally well. Therefore, it would have been 
an obvious matter of design choice to modify Boye to obtain the invention specified in 
claim 57. 

6. Claims 48, 58, 59 and 88-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boye et al. in view of Plamper (US Patent No. 5,113,717). 
Claim 48: 

Boye teaches the structure above but does not teach that the closure member is 
secured In a position closing the opening by operation of a snap-fit locking mechanism. 

Plamper teaches the method of installing electric cabling comprising securing an 
electrical cable clip (figure 8) to a structure (20"', figure 22) using a fixing element (96) 
that passes into the structure (figure 22), subsequently inserting at least one electrical 
cable (16) into a cable receiving channel (70, 71) in the clip and securing the at least 
one electrical cable in the channel (figure 6), wherein the closure member (86) is 
secured in a position closing the opening by operation of a snap-fit locking mechanism 
(86, 88, 89, 90, 92, 93). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have applied the snap-fit locking mechanism of Plamper to the clip of Boye 
since the snap-fit mechanism does not require any tools or the bending of members of 
the clip therefore capable of providing a more secure and repeatable locking 
mechanism. 
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Claims 58 and 59: 

Boye teaches the method above but does not explicitly teach two side by side 
cables mounted in the clip or mounting a run of clips. Plamper teaches securing two 
cables side by side in a run of cable clips. It would have been obvious to one of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Invention to apply the teaching of Plamper to 
the method of Boye in order to more efficiently mount multiple wires with the same 
amount of clips and to evenly support those wires using a run of cable clips. 
Claims 88-90: 

Claims 88-90 are merely combinations of the previously rejected claims 
described above in claims 46-59. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Koehler whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3560. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30A-4:00P. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Bryant can be reached on (571 ) 272-4526. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. M. K./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3726 


/DAVID P. BRYANT/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3726 


